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BEING AN ARTIST TODAY : CHALLENGES TO ARTISTIC FREEDOM IN THE DIGITAL ENVIRONMENT 



PROTECTING ARTISTIC FREEDOM ONLINE

• Artistic freedom ? Online ?

• Opportunities and challenges : access, 
diversity and protection

• Roles and responsibilities to protect artistic 
freedom



> the right to create without censorship or intimidation 

> the right to have artistic work supported, distributed, 
remunerated

> the right to freedom of movement

> the right to freedom of association

> the right to protection of economic and social rights

> the right to participate in cultural life

ARTISTIC FREEDOM ?
UNESCO DEFINITION



> Digital space as a public space ‘the same rules apply in the digital 
environment’

> UNESCO 2017 Guidelines on the implementation of the 2005 Convention 
in the digital environment 

> Manifesto on the Freedom of Expression of Arts and Culture in the Digital 
Era, Council of Europe 2020

> UN reports in the field of cultural rights & Freedom of expression on 
content moderation

> Manila principles / Santa Clara Principles on transparency and 
accountability

ARTISTIC FREEDOM ? 
ONLINE ?



OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES

Opportunities

> Direct access without traditional 
intermediaries (gate keepers) 

> New and larger audiences 

> New sources of income

> Increased diversity of contents

Challenges 

> Protection (trolling, harassment)

> New forms of censorship by algorithms and   
platforms 

> Loss of rights on production and income

> Digital divide/ e-literacy, contents diversity 

Access : equality / restrictions 
Availability :  Discoverability

Protection : physical safety / income
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ROLES AND RESPONSABILITIES 

• States : respect, protect, fulfill

• UNESCO / International Organizations

• Civil society organizations 

• Platforms : transparency and due process

• Artists and cultural actors
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ONLINE SAFE GUIDE
ARTIST AT RISK

  Themes

Understand threats 
 
Safe account
 
Safe communications 

Safe data storage     
   
Advice on security
 
Support networks 

Understand threats 
 
Safe account
 
Safe communications 

Safe data storage     
   
Advice on security
 
Support networks 

Themes
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Marcella Colavecchio, Dread Scott

DON’T DELETE ART
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More information about research on artistic freedom as a cultural right 

Unesco Chair on the diversity of cultural expressions 
Contact : laurence.cuny.2@ulaval.ca

mailto:laurence.cuny.2@ulaval.ca

