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La Rambla is an urban thoroughfare with an international projection that
extends much further than its physical limits, although its importance as a
structuring and supporting hub for Barcelona’s neighbourhoods and the
city as a whole should also be taken into account.
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La Rambla’s new layout is based on optimising the available
space to rationalise as far as possible the space allocated to
its various uses.

GOALS

TO PROMOTE TRANSVERSALITY AND CONNECTIVITY BETWEEN 
NEIGHBOURHOODS
Creating large pedestrian crossing points at strategic places and 
designing three major spaces

TO REDUCE THE ROADWAY TO A SINGLE 3.5 M WIDE TRAFFIC LANE 
EACH WAY
To allow the transit of services, local residents, bicycles and public 
transport

TO WIDEN THE PAVEMENTS
To increase the space for pedestrians

TO MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE THE STATE OF THE TREES
By considerably increasing the size of tree pits

TO CREATE A SERVICES, LOADING/UNLOADING LANE
All along the pavements, in the widest areas. It will be necessary to 
share this space with pedestrians during certain time periods.
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Technical and urban-planning criteria

The project involves reducing the current space for traffic to a single lane each way, 3.50 m wide, which means limiting vehicle
mobility to public transport, local residents and service vehicles. The space saved will be used to widen the lateral pavements, making
it possible to introduce a services lane and, in the central pedestrian area, improve the conditions for the street’s trees by enlarging
tree pits.

The operation has been divided into five sections:
• Area 1: Colom – Santa Madrona
• Area 2: Santa Madrona – Arc del Teatre
• Area 3: Arc del Teatre – Liceu metro station
• Area 4: Liceu metro station – C/ Portaferrissa
• Area 5. C/ Portaferrissa – Canaletes

With regard to the layout and occupation of this urban space, the project is based on the main criteria established in the Special 
La Rambla Organisation Plan and the Ciutat Vella Mobility Plan.
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CURRENT 
SITUATION

PROPOSAL

Technical and urban-planning criteria

The final section of La Rambla, near Colom, is where Project Rambla foresees the most substantial changes to public spaces in this
area.
The modification of Avinguda de les Drassanes and the redevelopment of Carrer Portal Santa Madrona will allow the continuity of
the central walkway to Colom and the configuration of major public spaces in front of the Santa Mònica Arts Centre and the Naval
Command Centre.
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Standard section

• The proposed standard section consists of one 
traffic lane in each direction, separated 
laterally by the pavements (with an 8 cm kerb) 
and the central walkway (with a 12 cm kerb), 
except for the three major spaces, which will be 
single-level.

• The reduced space for vehicle traffic makes it 
possible to increase the space for pedestrians, 
by widening the pavements and the central 
walkway.

• Introducing a 2.80 m service lane into the 
pavements for reversible shared uses (loading 
and unloading, cleaning vehicles) and non-
reversible uses (bus stops, Bicing, etc.), 
provided that an exclusive transit area for 
pedestrians, about 3 m wide, is maintained.

The reversible area is to gain space for 
pedestrians during most of the day while 
facilitating a service area, during restricted 
time periods, for urban goods distribution 
(DUM in Catalan).
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Major spaces

• Three singular areas that make up units of special landscape interest, due to their spatial configuration and architecture, related to the 
crossing points between the El Gòtic and El Raval neighbourhoods.

They are configured in single-level sections.

 Betlem-Palau Moja esplanade

 Os-Liceu Plane or La Boqueria Plane

 Teatre Plane

MOJA-BETLEM SPACE LA BOQUERIA PLANE TEATRE PLANE



Barcelona City Council

La Rambla final redevelopment project

Major spaces

The goals for these places are:

 Improving the transversality of La Rambla and the connectivity between the El 
Gòtic and El Raval neighbourhoods

 Places to carry out cultural activities, as an expansion of the central walkway

 Reducing vehicle speed at these three points (penalising vehicle traffic)



Major space section. Area 4. Liceu metro station – Portaferrissa.
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Paving

• The paving on La Rambla is the main redevelopment feature, due to its role in façade to façade unification all along the thoroughfare.

• The new paving, made from natural stone, granite and porphyry, will be used throughout La Rambla, both in pedestrian areas and the 
traffic lanes, combining their various tonalities to provide the character, interpretation and durability that the area requires.

Gold tonality Red tonality
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TREE PIT CASES

TREE PIT PAVING
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Service lane

• La Rambla will be a thoroughfare where vehicle mobility is limited to public transport, local residents and services, with a single traffic lane
in each direction.

• The widening of the pavements makes it possible to introduce a 2.80 metres service lane for shared and complementary uses, in areas
where a transit area around 3 metres wide can also be reserved for pedestrians.

• The idea is for this space to be reversible along most of its length, with a minimum space for fixed elements such as bus stops, Bicing
stations, recycling containers, etc. The reversible area makes it possible to gain space for pedestrians during most of the day while also
facilitating a service lane, during restricted time periods, for urban goods distribution (DUM in Catalan).
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Safety elements

• The project includes the criteria and proposals defined by the Local Public Safety Board’s Technical Committee for La Rambla.

• The requested features are basically bollards that can withstand the impact of a vehicle, to prevent vehicles accessing the central walkway of
La Rambla and the pavements on each side. Some bollards are retractable, to allow emergency vehicles to enter or to prevent access to
roadways at either end of La Rambla.

• The project also includes work on the security cameras managed by the Guàrdia Urbana (city police) and a request for increasing the number of 
these cameras.
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Fixed bollards (M50) 

Retractable bollards (M50) 

Fixed bollards (M30) 

Retractable bollards (M30)

Areas where other features may be 

introduced
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Urban Planning Project Limit
Military Government security 
perimeter

Area 1
Surf. area 23,163.31 m2

€10,741,340.61 (PCA+AATT)

Area 1 Colom – Santa Madrona. Plan
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Urban Planning Project Limit
Military Government security 
perimeter

Area 1 Colom – Santa Madrona. MARITIME MUSEUM 
ALTERATIONS
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Mobility

The mobility planned for this thoroughfare is
defined by the La Rambla Organisation Plan and
the Ciutat Vella Mobility Plan.

The following measures have been proposed:

• Restricted access to La Rambla, through control
mechanisms. Information screens are being
installed at the Pelai and Colom ends.

• The installation of complementary control
systems in transversal streets.

• The installation of retractable bollards at each
end of La Rambla, to block access or close off La
Rambla, if the need arises.

Vehicle access will be limited to loading and
unloading, local residents and service vehicles, as
well as access to car parks in this and adjacent
areas.
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